Some Aspects of the Northern Province
abroad, to send back part of their earnings to their families
at home and to visit them at regular intervals. They
have also reduced the chances of famine and facilitated
the export of native produce, particularly raw cotton and
dates. Unfortunately low prices have made it impossible
to pay high freights and at the same time compete in
foreign markets. Merchants have therefore fallen back
on the slower but infinitely cheaper means of transport
afforded by the camel and the native sailing boat. Hence
it is that the caravan routes between Egypt and the Sudan,
between Korti and Metemmeh and even between Dongola
and Darfur and Kordofan are still in use. The ancient
slave routes, the Arbain road between Darfur and Assiut
and the Berber-Suakin road, are scarcely used now for
the transport of merchandise, but the desert roads between
Abu Hamed and Korosko and those further to the east
are still largely used for taking consignments of camels
down to Egypt for sale to the Fellahin as pack-animals
or to the butchers for slaughter.
Education
Intercourse with the outer world has given the inhabi-
tants a keen appreciation of, and desire for, the benefits
of education. In the village " Khalwas " (Koranic Schools),
the " Kuttabs " (elementary vernacular schools) and the.
Intermediate or grammar schools, there is a keenness for
education both among the pupils and their parents, which
is really remarkable. The demand for girls' education is
also encouraging, for without it, it is difficult to believe
that there can be any real progress. It may be only the
realisation on the part of the parents of the financial
benefits which education brings with it in a country where
until recently literacy was rare, but whatever be the reason,
the demand has to be met. The standard of education in
the lowest form of educational institution, the village
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